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HOMILY by Richard Leonard

Sometimes a piece of theatre can be so powerful it stays with you fYyE THOUSAND MEN ARE WALK'N,G
your whole life. Many years ago | saw Jesuit dramatist Michael One thousand men are walking
Moynahan performPhissi mnime ent st ke d Lgkng wdg dbyside
clown happily doing tricks and juggling for the audience. Soon, Jesus Singing sons from home

is led in by the soldiers and is crucified. The clown watches on in The spirit as their guide

horror. When Jesus dies and the soldiers go home the clown re- They walk toward the light Milord
mains at the foot of the cross. He removes the nails from the hands They walk towards the sun

and feet of Jesus and cradles the corpse in his lap, as in Michelan- They smoke and laugh and smile together
gelo's Pieta. He weeps for the evil that saw a just man crucified. Just No foes to outrun

then, the soldiers return and find the clown grieving over the body of These men live on forever

Jesus. They crucify the clown. The clown suffers and dies on the In the hearts of those they saved
cross. As they leave Jesus is raised to life, he sees the suffering A nation truly grateful

clown, removes the nails, cradles him in his arms and holds him for ~_For the path of peace they paved
what feels like an eternity. They march as friends and comrades

But they do not march for war
Step closer to salvation
A tranquil steady corps
meadows lit with golden beams
A beacon for the brave

When | saw this mime you could have heard a pin drop, and there
wasn't a dry eye in the house.

The word compassion comes from the Latin word compati meaning The
to bear or suffer with. It's not pity, sympathy or commiseration.

Those words imply that we stand outside an experience and feelingly The e ral ssamoled
l ook in on it. —EempasgoonltSsaWhAreW ﬂ/\/i?f)tl%gave
Shepherd embodies, and what Easter is all about. If we are worthy Thev d f :

) . i y dream of those they left behind
followers of Jesus we will all have our fair share of Good Fridays, but And know they dream of them
Easter Sunday tells us that just as the Father remained faithful to Forever in those poppy fields
Jesus, so Jesus will remain faithful to us, as one with us.

In recent years the bishops, who are often called shepherds of the There walks one thousand men

local Church, have come under extraordinary scrutiny. And rightly Joshua Dyer 2019 (aged 14)

so. All of us who are living the Christian life are accountable for what

we have done and have failed to do, and the bishops are no excep-

tion. It's a tough time to be the local shepherd. The flock is highly

educated and we no longer follow anyone's lead with a herd mentali-

ty. We want to know our shepherd, hear his compassionate voice

call for justice for victims everywhere, but especially onesprherape= = = m—— e— e— — — — — |
been injured in any way by the Church. We want to be copfident that Stewardsh|p I
what our local shepherd says and does is what Christ thelGood  ppyj 25, 2021 & 4th Sunday of Easter
Shepherd would say and do. Over these past years our sgfise of ] { ®q j ~~h «qj a h UE
dismay has come from a very few bishops who have cho @mb so«qjj80]|h ®qj- JOﬂiNllomz |

called good name of the church, its social status and po bfelr u pray, do you only ask Jesus for the things
public profile and even the threat of moral and financial li Qﬁ’ want" ' Do you ever ask Him what He wants

the voices of the most vulnerable members of our flock. from ou? How do you listen for His responseMan
Today's Gospel reminds us what Christian leadership shcf@l og ; « %] «§~ ESC
like. Jesus didnét |iken i ﬁ%&v' us. SL%'T@(JE"@ %VefY day. ip %l'@"%ﬁct%a&t'v
!nces. '._“S m(_etap_hor was of a compassionate shepherd w ccess% on April 22,2021 from https://www.archstl.org/about

in the field with his flock, one who knows them so well andd@wg$dship/bulletir-inserts/weeklybiblereflections) J

them so dearly that he lays down his own life for them. _——_————_——_—_——_——_—_——
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deserve, ones whose compassion is so transparent that it in-
spires us to be the same, even towards them.

© Richard Leonard SJ :Richard Leonard SJ is the Director of the Australian
Catholic Office for Film and Broadcasting, is a member of the Australian Cath-
olic Media Council and a film critic for all the major Australian Catholic
newspapers.

Get vaccinated for the common good:

: Vaccination against C@@ a morally good thing, providing

: protection for the person vaccinated and the wider community.

: Some COVAI® vaccines are associated with ethically questionable
: production and research practices, but Pope Francis andithe
§Australlan Bishops have advised that it is morally perm|55|ble to

: receive any vaccine made available. :

More information is available at
: https://www.catholic.org.au/coronavirus




